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Kirsten Hylenski
Chair, Foreign Languages and Literatures, University of Minnesota-Duluth
In an educational landscape increasingly defined by big data, bureaucracy, and
assessment plans, Dr. Milan Kovakovic tenaciously upholds personal relationships and
community in his classrooms. He is committed to a deeply engaged one-on-one investment
of his time and his talents. A firm supporter of Claremont Graduate University’s
transdisciplinary perspective on college education, Milan has been combining the study of
French language with literature, film, music, and the visual arts long before the 5 C’s of the
21st Century Standards were developed.
As one anonymous student wrote:
“He interwove music, art, poetry, and French culture, into his class. He even had a
nationally known French musician give a concert…”
Another student praised Milan:
“He is willing to put in a lot of extra work to make sure all of his students understand the
material. He uses many videos and articles to familiarize his students with French culture as
well as the language.”
Student comments I have read over the years repeatedly speak of how Dr. Kovacovic
motivated them – not by force, but by his enthusiasm, deep knowledge of the subject matter,
and mutual respect, igniting interest in the student to want to learn.”
Chris Ibarra
Marshall School (former student)
Milan has an extensive library of experience which he brings into the classrooms, sharing
his own passion in the subject area with otherwise apathetic students in order to create a
classroom environment in which students push themselves to discovery. Due to his constant
sparks of inspiration, his students often joke that his catchphrase is “Je reviens tout de suite”.
Nearly every time that a student asks a question directed at a cultural or historical aspect of
any vocabulary or grammatical principle, Milan will present a book, film, article, or any other
number of primary resources to share with that student, as well as the class as a whole. No
two semesters were the same with Milan because hetailored each class to the students.
Without the work that Milan put into my time in his department, both inside and outside of
his classroom, I would have never found the successful career in French education that I am
currently enjoying….”
Several of those present spoke of their admiration for Milan over the years. Among them:
Annie Muske, MnAATF A Vous La Parole co-coordinator; Dana Strand, Carleton, Univ.
French Prof. emerita; Cheryl Pettersen, Duluth Schools, emerita.

Françoise Denis
Macalester College, French/Francophone Studies, Emerita
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AVLP Speaking Contest Françoise wrote this

The text was published in the Summer issue of REFLETS de l’étoile du nord to be archived soon at:
http://mnaatf.org/Reflets.htm
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